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DREAMING TREE 
Lesson Plan 

 Pre-K (early Autumn) 
Unit: Motion 

Subunit: What do people need to move? 
 
 

5 Senses 
 
           

 
Category of Study 
Biology:  
Functions of the Body, 5 Senses 
 
Suggested Time Allotment 
20 minutes 
 
Key Question/focus 
How do we know the world? 
What are the five senses?  
What body parts use which sense? 
What types of things interact with each sense?  
How does each sense help us? 
 
Lesson Objectives 
Students will be able to identify the 5 senses and the body part that corresponds 
with each sense. Students will be able to place sense items on the appropriate body 
part picture, such as a kazoo on the picture of an ear.  
 
 
Standards addressed 
S1.1b Articulate appropriate questions based on observations  
 
3.1a Each animal has different structures that serve different functions in growth, 
survival, and reproduction. 
 
 
 
 
 
Process skills addressed 
Observing: what body parts use what sense.   
Predicting: what it would be like to live without senses. 
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Materials list 
Flower or cotton soaked in perfume, Kazoo or Whistle, Sandpaper, Kaleidoscope, 

 Photograph of a baked potato.  
 
Large Picture place mats of: fingers/hand, eyes, nose, ears, and tongue. 
 
Clear plastic bag, which was wiped down with strong perfume. 
 
 
Motivation  

 Teacher will tell the students that a friend gave him a very special gift. Teacher 
 takes out a clear plastic bag and its empty. Teacher says without opening the bag: 

“Wow the bag is empty. I can’t SEE anything. 
I can’t FEEL/TOUCH any thing.  
I can’t HEAR anything in this bag. 
Hmm is my friend feeling OK? What did she give me?” 
Teacher opens the bag and reacts to the sweet pungent smell.  
The teacher passes the bag past the students. The smell of perfume is thick in the 
air. Teacher asks what was in the bag? And what body part did we use to know 
what was in the bag?   
 
Teacher will activate prior knowledge by asking the students about the times they 
used their eyes, ears and other senses.  
 
Learning Activities and Procedure 
 
1) Teacher will review the functions of the eye, ears, fingers, nose and tongue by 

asking questions about the senses and showing students objects that can be 
used by each sense. 

2) The teacher will read the book Old MacDonald had a Dragon by Ken Baker. In 
this book the dragon arrives at old MacDonald’s farm and does a lot of, 
hearing, tasting, smelling, touching and seeing.  As the teacher is reading the 
book she will ask the students to identify what senses the Dragon and 
characters in the story are using.  

3) Students will break into groups of five.  
We will give to each student group: 
A collection of sense items: kazoo, sandpaper, kaleidoscope, picture of a baked 
potato, and cotton soaked in perfume.  
Large place matt size pictures of:  a nose, tongue, ears, fingers, and eyes. 
 

4) The teacher will lead a discussion about which sense item is used by which 
body part. (In the case of the picture of a butter dripping, broccoli topped, 
baked potato, the students will be told that they should imagine the potato is 
there and not just a picture. They will be asked not to lick the picture.) 

5) Students will be asked to place the sense items on the appropriate body part 
place matt. 
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Discussion Questions 
 

The questions are all related to the function of the fives senses.  
 
Basic questions: Do you see what’s in the kaleidoscope or do you smell it? What 
sense does the baked potato use/stimulate? What sense does the kazoo use?  Would 
the ear best be stimulated/use/experience the sandpaper or the perfume? 
 
Higher order questions: Why is a sense of hearing important? What use does it 
serve for animals and humans? Discuss the importance of each sense. 

 
Strategies Used 

 
Elaborating prior knowledge, taking notes, making inferences, cooperating, 
questions for clarification, and selective attention. 

 
Management information (grouping) 

 
Students will be in groups of 4 and 5. Information will be shared between group 
members and with individuals and the teacher. 

 
Differentiation  

 
Special Education: Students with learning challenges will be given pictures of 
objects with obvious hints. Like a woman holding a magnifying glass up to her eye. 
We will ask the student which sense uses the magnifying glass. Or a person holding 
a diaper and holding his nose. The teacher will ask what body part is sensing the 
dirty diaper.  
 
Gifted students: Those with the capacity and interest will spend more time on the 

 questions involving the value of the five senses. Such as “What would happen if we 
 did not have one of our senses, such as touch or hearing? Could we get hurt? What 
 would we miss if we did not have these senses? How do our senses benefit us? 
 

Evaluations/Assessment 
 

Students will be given a different set of sense objects and without help from the 
teacher they will be asked to place each object on the appropriate body part place 
matt: eyes, ear, nose, fingers and tongue.  
 
The teacher will create a chart that mirrors the placemat body parts. Each time a 
student puts the correct object on to the correct body part the teacher will place the 
student’s initials on the board on the appropriate body part. The teacher will enter 
this data into the Teaching Strategies Gold Data base.  
 
Extensions or follow-up 
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Students will learn how animals use sight, smell and touch to find food. We will 
use storybooks, information books and videos. 

 
Home link 
 
Parents will be encouraged to have a “Sense Day”. On Sense day they will 
highlight one sense and have their child notice everything they can with that sense. 
For instance, a day dedicated to sight. They can find a place in the city with a 
beautiful view, look for stunning pictures on the web, notice all the colors in a 
sunset, and see the way light falls on streets and buildings throughout the day. 
The same can be done with hearing, smell, taste and touch. 
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